Dear Mr. Tomaso,

I would like to sincerely thank you for sending us the kerosene heaters. The heaters we had used were
damaged, and there is no prospect of repair within this year. The cracks in the walls have not yet been
addressed, allowing wind and snow to blow into the school building. I was at a loss as to what to do, so I was

deeply moved when you reached out to help us. I am truly grateful.

Since the disaster, the energy and strain of the Earth's crust, which transformed into stress on the hearts
of the people and the town, should have been weighing on the students as well. However, the students,
perhaps driven by something, have been working even harder and more energetically in various areas than
before the earthquake. I believe the stove you provided will warm both their bodies and spirits. It has become

a wonderful Christmas present.

In the past 11 months, about 20 out of the 297 students have transferred to other schools. However,
starting in March, the students who were in the secondary evacuation shelters have gradually returned to
Suzu, and now, with the exception of one, all students are able to attend school again. In October, a school
repair plan was formulated, and construction work began. Last month, we were finally able to use water and
toilets in the entire building, and we have returned to a more normal way of life. During this period of slow
recovery, the students have continued to work hard and remain calm in their school life, and that has been a
source of strength for the teaching staff and me. Although at times, the sight of the town's landscape has
been discouraging, we are encouraged by the support from everyone and continue to move forward step by

step.

In closing, I pray for the continued prosperity of you and the Swiss Karate Association.

Sincerely,

Hideaki Kado

Principal, Iida High School, Ishikawa Prefecture
December 16, 2024
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